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FOR RELEASE:

4 May 1972

92-326

FROM:

Kika de 1a Garza
WASHINGTON, DC·· From the Federal Insurance Administration comes infor-

mation about the status of the National Flood Insurance program in our area.

As of the

end of February, 526 policies had been sold to property owners in the 15th Congressional
District.
Under this program, the Department of Housing and Urban Development is
authorized, in cooperation with the private insurance industry,. to arrange for the provision of Federal flood insurance in communities that show positive interest in securing coverage.

State and local governments are required to adopt and enforce land use

and control measures that will limit land development in flood-prone areas in

or~er

to

avoid or reduce future flood damage •.
More than half the po1icies--259--in our area were sold in the
porated areas of Cameron County.

Other policies- are distributed as follows:

unin~or
Har1ing~n,

86; unincorporated areas of Starr County, 64; Three Rivers, 85; Kenedy County, 3; KingsVille, 7; Brownsville, 16; Port Isabel, 6.

An important expansion of the program became effective March 1 when it
was extended to include Virtually all types of properties.

Previously only one to

four-family residential properties and small business properties were cHgib1e for
this coverage.

Now, all residential structures as well as structures used for busi-

ness, agricultural or religious purposes or which are occupied by

p~ivate

organizations or which are owned by state and local governments or their

non-profit

age~cies

mey

be insured under the program.

* * * * *
TEXAS TO BRITAIN
-----

-- Texas Ruby Red Grapefruit are meking an impact on the

market in Great Britain, according to word I have received from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Supermarket managers in England who were interViewed recently reported

that their customers are asking for the Texas Ruby Reds in preference to other grapefruit--which certainly will come as no surprise to South Texans!
Limited quantities of Ruby Reds were shipped to England this season and
placed on sale in supermarkets there and in Scotland.
these shipments

ma~sthe

The market demand created by

prospects bright for a future grapefruit market in the United

Kingdom and possibly in other European countries as well.

* * * * *
CINCO DE MAYO -- South Texans have a warm understanding of the spirit in
which our neighbors across the Rio Grande each year celebrate the anniversary of the

Battle of Cinco de Mayo.

Ninety years ago, on May 5, 1862, a small volunteer force of

Me.ican patriots under General Ignacio zaragoza defeated a superior French force and
sent the invaders fleeing back to the coast.

They thus temporarily repelled the French

advance to Mexico City, where Napoleon III intended to establish an empire.
Although a reinforced French army took Mexico City a year later, the Battle of Cinco de Mayo remains for the Mexican people a revered symbol of Mexican valor
in the face of superior odds.

It showed also that unity could be achieved among a

people who had been torn with internal dissension for almost half a century.

The drama

that unfolded at Puebla is the source of a strong sense of national consciousness and
national pride among the Mexican people, and for us a source of pride is that General

zaraaoaa

was a Texan born near Goliad.

* * * * *
NATIONAL

~

-- When l6-year-old Rodrigo Guerra, Jr. of Pasadena, son of

an old schoolmate of mine, came to Washington one day in April, it was as the representative of the Western Region in the National Boy of the Year contest, sponsored by the
Boys' Clubs of America.

But after the special award breakfast, Rodrigo found that he

had been chosen as National Boy of the Year and he was promptly whisked off to New
York to appear on a number of television shows and take part in other activities.

This

was great for him, and he has my warmest congratulations, but his busy whirl kept me
from haVing an opportunity to visit with him.

He is due back in Washington .inJune,

however. and 1 hope to see him then.
Rodrigo's roots are deep in Snuth Texas.
Guerra of Mission.

We are all

pr~ud

He is the grandson ·of Lauro

of the young man.

* * * * *
WHAT fQQQ CONTAINS -- Prepared food products must contain stated amounts
of meat tn cnme up to U.S. Department of Agriculture standards.

For example, beef stew

must have at least 25 percent beef.

A recently revised Department publicatinn lists

requirements for 200 such products.

Its title is "Standards for Meat and Poultry Pro-

ducts--A Consumer Reference List," and 1 will be glad to send a copy to any resident
of the 15th Congressional District who requests it.

* * * * *
VISITORS -- Visiting my office from home this past week were Mr and Mrs
Jim Munncrscn of Raymondville and Mr Reynaldo De La Cruz of San Juan.

* * * * *

